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of its appearance and growth, by closing the inlets through which it
creeps into society and by adopting deterrent measures which
obstruct in making its appearance therein. Further sharia does not
view a part of life in isolation from the organic whole. It does not
also approve of a part of the Islamic legal system being separated
therefrom and bracketed with some other system of life. Sharia
claims to function smoothly and demonstrate its efficacy only if the
entire system of life is practised according to it and not otherwise.
In such a case it need not be stressed how our subject of
study viz. "the Law relating to Fornication in the Islamic Legal
System" has a direct bearing upon the main topic viz., Islamic
Jurisprudence.
IV. SCOPE OF THE TOPIC:
This book consists of six Chapters besides an introduction
and a conclusion. The first Chapter seeks to make a study of the
concept of chastity and adultery in the primitive society and the older
civilizations of Egypt, Rome and Greece as also the major religions
of the modern World. Chapter-II deals with the penal laws of
Islam with special reference to hudood and the tendency of the
Muslim Jurists towards hadd punishment. The third Chapter
details the nature and scope of fornication and the mode of
evidence and punishment therefor in accordance with the
Hariafi law. Chapter-IV dwells upon the measures to check
fornication as prescribed under the Islamic law. These
measures include both positive as well as negative steps, which Islam
proposes for the Muslim Society. Chapter-V attempts at a study
of the Indian law relating to various crimes of the sex : Rape,
Adultery, Unnatural Sexual Offences and Suppression of Immoral
Traffic in Women and Girls Act, to enable one to make a
comparative study of the Islamic law of fornication vis-a-vis the
Indian laws thereon. The last Chapter-VI views at certain
contemporary problems of pre-marital, extra-marital and abnormal
sexual relations as existent in the modern society. These problems
are suggestive of the working of laws relating to abnormal sexual
behaviour in the contemporary world. And the book concludes with